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Contact your editor with any news, articles or items for the next 

issue, everything welcome:- 

Lexi Gordon-Finlayson  

Email: wardingtonwarbler@gmail.com 

DEADLINE for next issue 

(August) of the Warbler:  

20th July 2022, 5pm 
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Could your 
recipe go 

here? 
 

Have you go a cracking crab recipe?  Or a stonking stroganoff recipe?  A 
delicious doughnut recipe?  Or a rocking rice pudding recipe? 

Then please do send it in to share in the Warbler! 

I have rather enjoyed putting this Warbler together as I am really quite excited 
about the Jubilee celebrations that we have planned in the Parish!  I have taken on 
the task of organising the Children’s Tea Party side of things, with others in the 
village taking on the overseeing of other key parts of the celebrations.  These sorts 
of events do not happen without a lot of organisation and manpower so please do 
get involved if you can!  I know I will be smiling winningly at a people in the near 
future… 
 I would also really appreciate your participation in the speed limit poll - details 
on the next page - and, again, I know that the community minded spirit will prevail 
when it comes to getting the opinions heard of those who do not have easy access 
to technology. 
 I am rather short on pictures and recipes this issue - please could you help me 
out?  There are only so many of my own family recipes I can share before we get 
to the top secret ones, and we all know what happens when you start sharing top 
secret information…!! 

Lexi 
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Time to get walking again! 
At this time of year we start to think about the mud drying up and getting out to walk in 
the beautiful English Countryside again, but where to find new and interesting walks? 
Walking in Oxfordshire https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/oxfordshire has hundreds of 
walks to download and print, free, it also has books of walks, details of all the walking 
groups in the county and much more. Whether you want to walk on your own or with a 
group all the information is there in one place. 
John Harris (the custodian of the website) said ‘There is so much walking information on 
the web but it is difficult to find. Walking in Oxfordshire (part of the Walking in England 
website) has brought it together in one place so whether you are walking from home, or 
away on holiday, you will be able to find a walk suitable for you’. 
With walks from half a mile to twelve miles plus long, and a note of suitability for push-
chairs and wheelchairs, everyone can find a walk to enjoy. 
So home or away, check out the websites and get walking! 
John Harris 
www.walkinginengland.co.uk 
john@walkinginengland.co.uk 

20mph in Wardington - Opinion Poll 
 
There is an opportunity for Wardington Parish to apply to reduce the 30 mph speed limits within the 
Parish to 20 mph and Wardington Parish Council would really like your views on the matter.  An online 
survey has been set to collect the following information as a form of public consultation: 
 would you agree with this proposal: yes/no 
 Comments on your answer 
 Your name 
 Your postcode 
You do not need an email address to do this and all of the information will be used solely for the purpose 
of gauging support for an application to reduce the speed limit as mentioned. 
 
Please go to this link to complete this quick survey: 
 
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/3F9PJGG 
 
This link will also be posted on the Wardington website, along with the Wardington and Williamscot 
community facebook pages. 
 
If you do not have access to the internet, then please do ask a friend to fill it in for you or contact a 
councillor to help you. 

https://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/oxfordshire
http://www.walkinginengland.co.uk/
mailto:john@walkinginengland.co.uk
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From the Vicar for April 2022: 

 
A daring season 
 
Just over two years now since life as we knew it was turned upside down by a virus, and as 
many have found their lives radically affected by the cloud of war, we enter another season. 
Easter, is the season whose central theme is of new beginnings and a radical hope. 
 Having grown up in a house where musicals of many sorts were part of our sound 
landscape, I often find songs connecting me to the season. In the 1972 musical Godspell, a 
troupe of 10 performers together tell the story of Jesus. Based on the gospel of Matthew the 
performance uses clowning, pantomime, charades, acrobatics, and vaudeville to tell the story of 
Christ. Godspell is a pageant that moves from moment to moment, a production intended to 
celebrate good news (‘god spell’ is Old English for gospel) and weave this God’s spell of new 
hope, new joy, new life over its audience. This is a daring act of resistance – to find even under 
the cloud of conflict and uncertainty the ways of peace with justice and joy. From one of 
Godspell's songs, By Your Side:  
 

I shall call the pebble dare ... 
We will talk, we will talk together ..about walking 

dare shall be carried 
And when we both have had enough 
I will take him from my shoe, singing: 

"Meet your new road!" 
Then I'll take your hand 

Finally glad ..That you are here 
By my side 

 
May you find by your side, the Easter message of resurrection, the practice of radical hope, as 
we begin again. 

From the Vicar for May2022: 

 
Trees be Company 
 
The bright green leaves of the hawthorn are often among the first to open in the spring, but its 
flowers open relatively late, leading to its alternative name ‘May blossom’. It has other names – 
Quickthorn (because cuttings were ‘quick’ – Old English for alive), Whitethorn, Hawberry, and 
even ‘Bread and Cheese’. Hawthorn comes from the Saxon word for hedge, and in Britain it is 
familiar as a hedging plant, though it can also grow tall. It provides a naturally prickly, stockproof 
barrier and superb cover for roosting and nesting birds. In autumn the fruits, or haws, ripen to 
scarlet then crimson, and offer vital food for resident birds and winter migrants. Trees such as 
the hawthorn can help us pay attention to, and mark the seasons well. The poet Mary Oliver 
says: 'When I among the trees .. I would almost say they save me, and daily'. May is the time to 
mark Rogationtide – from the word to ask, this is an opportunity to ask for blessing for the land 
and crops. There is also the custom of ‘beating the bounds’ which the church has taken on in 
places to walk around parish boundaries. This is a chance to remember our belonging to com-
munity and place; an opportunity to re-connect to and honour the earth and creation; a challenge 
to work for justice and healing for all creation. 
 
God of the elements, bless us: breathe on us, wash us clean, warm us, root us in your good 
ground, and nourish our living with holy joy. Amen (© Ruth Burgess) 
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NEWS FROM ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH 
 
 
 

CHURCH SERVICES 

Without wishing to appear too optimistic it is encouraging to see that the number of new cases of 
Covid-19 is reducing, we must be careful not to become complacent over the situation with which 
we have all lived for over the past two years. There are still large numbers of cases appearing 
every day. Although the latest variants such as Omicron are less virulent they do spread more 
quickly but last shorter periods and there are still cases here in the village as we go to press. 
 
But one of many pluses is that the routine of Church services has at last settled to a regular 
pattern. Whilst the BCP Holy Communion is currently missing from the fourth Sunday of the 
month, the other three principle Sundays are back to a regular uniformity of: First Sunday – 
Family Service; Second Sunday – United Benefice Communion at one of the five churches by 
rotation; Third Sunday – Family Communion. It makes for easier church going planning plus 
refreshments following the first and third Sunday services.  
 
On Sunday, 8

th
 May we have the first visit to Shires’ Edge Benefice by Bishop +Gavin following 

his recent appointment as Bishop of Dorchester, our area bishop. He will lead the United 
Benefice Holy Communion at 10.00am that morning at Cropredy. 
 
 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

Looking ahead the Church AGM (for short) will be held on Tuesday, 10
th
 May at 7.30pm in the 

Church. This is the occasion when, amongst other matters, the Churchwardens and Parochial 
Church Council members are elected. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
 

CHURCHYARD 

In recent weeks the Churchyard has looked as beautiful as ever. Despite the relatively cold 
weather - particularly the wind – the three magnolia bushes bloomed early and strongly. The 
colour along with better than usual daffodils was lovely but regrettably a harsh frost just before 
Easter soon saw the end of the flowering.  
 
This can act as a reminder in that the maintenance of the Churchyard is carried out by an entirely 
voluntary team which, for various reasons, has recently reduced in size. We have recently 
invested in a new pedestrian mower which we hope will be more efficient – an reliable! Any able 
bodied parishioner who would like to assist with the mowing and strimming, either on a regular or 
ad hoc basis, please contact Roderick Stell (758301). 
 
 

CHURCH NAVE LIGHTING 
With many thanks to the Friends of Wardington Church the high level wiring and lighting within 
the nave has been replaced. Although the only the wiring had been condemned at a recent 
certificate inspection, the opportunity was taken to replace all the light fittings – not only with LED 
lamps – but also with spot lamps that also shine upwards so as to illuminate the lovely timber – 
practically never seen in the winter. The result adds a further dimension to the beauty of the 
church interior.    
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ST MARY MAGDALENE CHURCH: 
Services: May 2022 - July 2022 

 
Please check Church notice board, the Church monthly newsletter, or https://wardington.net/st-
mary-magdalene/church-services/ for further information and confirmation of these times. 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 
 May   1

st
     10.00am Family Service 

 May   8
th
    10.00am  United Benefice Communion - Cropredy 

 May  15
th 

 10.00am Family Communion - +Jonathan Meyrick 
 May  22

th
      2.00pm Thanksgiving Service (Tom Griffin) 

 May  29
th
    No service at Wardington 

 
 June  5

th
 10.00am Family Service    

 June      12
th
 10.00am United Benefice Communion – Great Bourton 

 June     19
th
 10.00am Family Communion   

 June     26
th
           No service at Wardington 

  
 July        3

rd
    10.00am     Family Service    

 July       10
th
  10.00am     United Benefice Communion – Claydon 

 July       17
th
   10.00am Family Communion 

 July  24
th
 4.00pm Evening Prayer – followed by tea 

 July  31
st
    No service at Wardington 

  
 
WEEKDAY SERVICES   
   
 Every Wednesday 
 Cropredy 
 May –  July   9.00am Morning Prayer (Excl 18

th
 May & 8

th
 June) 

The  

needs you! 
 

Pay £1 a month and you could win: 
 

1st Prize £20 
2nd Prize £10 

 
The winners are drawn monthly. 

 
To join, please get in touch! 

 
Contact 

wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 
if you have any further questions 

 
All proceeds go towards playground maintenance and inspections. 

https://wardington.net/st-mary-magdalene/church-services/
https://wardington.net/st-mary-magdalene/church-services/
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MID-SUMMER SAFARI SUPPER 2022 
 

Saturday 18th June 7.15pm at St. Mary Magdalene 
 

Building on the success of the past ten years the Friends of St. Mary Magdalene Church in 
Wardington, would like to invite you to take part in this very popular event, designed to 
provide the opportunity for villagers old and new to meet and socialise whilst raising funds 
to maintain our beautiful Church. 
 
You can join in by: 
 

Offering to host 4 or more people (plus hosts = 6) for supper, main course only with wine.  
 
Providing a pudding for ‘After Dinner’ held at the Memorial Hall. 
 
Simply purchasing a ticket to attend the evening’s activities. 

 
 

The evening will begin with a drinks reception in the churchyard when you will have the 
chance to meet your hosts and fellow guests. 
 

The programme for the evening is as follows: 
 

7.15pm Drinks and canapés at St Mary Magdalene Church provided by the Friends of St. Mary Magdalene, 
Wardington. 

 
7.45pm  Main Course Supper with wine at the house of your allocated hosts. 
 
9:30pm  Pudding and Cheese at the Memorial Hall (Cash bar provided). 
 
 

PUT THE DATE IN YOUR DIARY  
 
 
 

For further information and to secure your place please contact: 
 

Steve Mackenzie-Lawrie on 07950 411 373, Email: steve.mlawrie@btinternet.com 
 or Philippa Hunt on 01295 758 087, Email Philippa.hunt@btinternet.com    

 

mailto:steve.mlawrie@btinternet.com
mailto:Philippa.hunt@btinternet.com
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Cricket Club News: 
 
Preparations are well underway for the new season.  Having narrowly missed out on 
promotion last year (by 1 point) we will again be playing in Division 3 of the South 
Northants League.  Our home fixtures for the coming season are listed below. 
 
Saturday 7th May 2022   Towcestrians ‘A’ 
Saturday 14th May 2022   Preston Bissett 
Saturday 4th June 2022   Thornborough ‘A’ 
Saturday 11th June 2022   Evenley ‘A’ 
Saturday 25th June 2022   Woodford Halse ‘A’ 
Saturday 2nd July 2022   Evenley ‘A’ 
Saturday 23rd July 2022   Printers 
Saturday 30th July 2022   Crown 
Saturday 13th August 2022  League Cup Round 1 - Thornborough ‘A’ 
 
If you are interested in getting involved with club either playing or volunteering please 
call: 
 
Anne Wilkins (Club Secretary)  758167  or 07951794994 

Williamscot Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 
Friday June 3rd 3.00 – 5.00 pm 

 
 

Williamscot will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in fine style with a street party and 
refreshments, bunting and music. 
There will be a competition for the best cake with a Jubilee theme to rival the official cake and 
a best dressed red white and blue theme competition. 
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WARDINGTON GARDEN CLUB 

2022 PROGRAMME 

Wednesday 4 May at 6.30  Visit to The Old Vicarage, Adderbury, OX17 3LR 

Depart Village Hall 6.00  Courtesy of Sir Peter and Lady Christine Job 

A large garden with a lake. Many interesting and unusual plants 
which Peter loves discussing with visitors   

       

Thursday 16 June at 6.30 Repeat visit to ‘Hazel’s Garden’, Fox Hill Gate, Upper Wardington, 
OX17 1SP 

     Courtesy of Andrew and Ginny Steven and Barrie Gould 

Followed by visit to 3, Mount Pleasant, Wardington and discussion 
led by garden designer Louise Bowman-Shaw. 

Given nice weather, this will be a delightful local evening.  

 
Thursday 7 July at 6.30  Visit to Boxes Farm, Slapton, NN12 8PE.  

Depart Village Hall 5.45   Courtesy of James Miller 

A bit further to travel but well worth it. Our first visit to James 
Miller’s garden   

    

 
Potential Members and Guests very welcome to come to any of our meetings 

The annual subscription remains at £5 for the year. There is nothing else to pay. 

For further information please contact Malcolm Patterson (01295 750014) 
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Have you been on the Wardington website? 
www.wardington.net 

The village website contains lots of information about the village, including church 
services, up and coming events, and the new welcome pack. 

You can also sign up to receive emails when new information is posted. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bingo 
 
After a very successful Easter Bingo we will be hosting our next session on Friday 27th 
May.  Doors open at 7pm.   
 
If anyone would like more information on our activities, or would like to get involved, - we 
are particularly in need of help to set up for our bingo sessions and pack up again 
afterwards - our contact numbers are as follows: 
 
      Ian Franklin 758347 
     Anne Wilkins 758167 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are arranging an event to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and 
would like to invite you to join us for Tea in the Memorial Hall on Thursday 2nd 
June at 4pm.  Everyone is welcome, but in order to cater for numbers could 
you please contact Anne Wilkins (758167) or Lin Turnock (750771) to let us 
know if you will be attending. 
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WARDINGTON 
MEMORIAL HALL 

For information on the village hall facilities, please visit: 
https://wardington.net/memorial-hall/ 

 
For information about hiring the Lady Wardington Room - our local business meeting facility, please visit: 

https://wardington.net/memorial-hall/local-business-meeting-facility/ 
 

For information on how to hire the village hall, please visit: 
https://wardington.net/memorial-hall/hiring-the-hall/ 

 
Email: wardington.hall@btinternet.com 

or call Steve McKenzie-Lawrie on 07950 411373 

Did you know…? 

Afternoon Teas! 
We have resumed our get togethers and the next one will be on 

Thursday 25th February.  Come and enjoy our homemade refreshments and 

don’t miss the roving raffle! 

2-4pm, last Thursday of the Month in Wardington Memorial Hall 
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We live in a beautiful part of the world and we are very lucky to live in such a pretty village.  However, there are always things 
that can be done to make it look tidier and cleaner both for us and our visitors - signs are a big part of this.  The signs on the 
way into the village are cleaned by OCC-Highways due to the dangerous nature of their position but the others dotted around 
the village are our responsibility. 

Could you adopt a sign near you? 
 Keep an eye on it (make sure it doesn’t run away) 

 If it gets damaged, report it on fixmystreet (instructions can be found to the back of this issue) 

 Give it a good wash if the mould takes hold 

A BIG THANK YOU TO: 
 Sarah and Stuart for clearing the path along the main road in Wardington 

Malcolm Patterson for cleaning the bus stop glass 
Jane Humber for cleaning the Williamscot Signs 

Bob Jarrett for cleaning the sign next to Taylors Cottage on the A361 
Lexi-Gordon-Finlayson for keeping the noticeboard opposite the Hare and Hounds tidy 

Jonathan Meredith for all his sign cleaning help 
Rodderick Stell has kindly taken on the maintenance & repair of the bus shelter opposite Greensward 

 
Fancy seeing your name in print here? 

Let us what you are doing to help the village and community or perhaps get 
involved in one of the many projects and groups in the parish (see our sign 
cleaning push above, or the advert for help with the playground also in this 

issue). 

Let the WPC (and the world) know what you are doing for your community by contacting them on 

wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk OR wardingtonwarbler@gmail.com 
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Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the information printed 

in this newsletter, the editors cannot accept responsibility for the 

consequences of any errors that may occur.  The editors reserve the right to 

edit and amend any articles submitted for publication. 

 
Did you know that Wardington has a new 

Facebook Group? 

 
Wardington Village community page 

 
This is for anyone to post information or ask questions on by it will also 

be used by Wardington Parish Council to disseminate information 
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Are you signed up to receive email updates from the 

Wardington Village website? 

To find out information about the Cinema Club, upcoming events and other things happening in 

the Village, go online and subscribe to email updates. 

Need a tutor? 

Tutoring in all three sciences and maths up to GCSE 

and A level Biology offered.  Experience of teaching 

ages 8-18.  References available and flexible hours 

possible. 

 

Please contact Lexi on 07743895054 or email lexihgf@gmail.com  
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Wardington Past and Present 
 
Good News. The brand new revised and updated 4th Edition of this popular 
booklet is available now.     

 

 
Many of you will already know it is an ideal point of 
reference for people who live in Wardington, 
Williamscot and Coton. Visitors love it as well.  
It covers the history of the Parish of Wardington, its 
people and its buildings. There are also sections on 
Wardington as it is today.  
It is the first edition to include colour photographs. 
As with previous editions it is published in aid of 
church funds by Wardington Parochial Church 
Council. The launch price is just £3. Copies are 
available in the Church, from Barn Farm Plants, from 
the Church Wardens and the Parish Council. (see 
below)  

 
 

             
 
 
Contact details for copies from the Church Wardens:  

Clive Hunt clippa.comms@btinternet.com and Nigel Bankes 01295 750500  

Contact details for copies from the Parish Council: 

Malcolm Patterson 01295 750014 or theoldgranary5@gmail.com 

mailto:clippa.comms@btinternet.com
mailto:theoldgranary5@gmail.com
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Events Diary 
   

Date Time Event Place 

4th May (Wednesday) 6.30 pm Garden Club visit - The Old Vicarage Adderbury 

10th May (Tuesday) 4 - 7 pm HS2 community event Memorial Hall 

10th May (Tuesday) 7.30 pm Church AGM Church 

27th May (Friday) 7 pm Over 60s Bingo - open to all Memorial Hall 

2nd June (Friday) 4 pm Over 60s Jubilee Celebration - open to all Memorial Hall 

4th June (Saturday) 2 - 5 pm Jubilee Celebrations Memorial Hall and 

Cricket Pitch 

16th June (Thursday) 6.30 pm Garden Club visit - Hazel’s Garden Upper Wardington 

18th June (Saturday) 7.15 pm Mid-Summer Safari Supper Church etc 

7th July (Thursday) 6.30 pm Garden Club visit - Boxes Farm Slapton 

WARDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Mr Malcolm Patterson (Chair) 

The Old Granary, Wardington 

Tel: 750014 

theoldgranary5@gmail.com 

Mr George Martin (Vice Chair) 

Babbington Barn, Williamscot 

Tel: 07990690505 

george@thomasmartin.co.uk 

Mr George Page 

Sabins, Upper Wardington 

Tel: 758122 

george.ros.page@hotmail.com 

Mr Nigel Bankes 

Home Farm House, Williamscot 

Tel: 750500 

nigelbankes23@gmail.com 

Mrs Lexi Gordon-Finlayson 

Cobweb Cottage, Wardington 

Tel: 758117 

lexihgf@gmail.com 

Mr Bob Jarrett 

2, The Old Vicarage, Wardington 

Tel: 758084 

bob.jarrett6@btinternet.com 

Mrs Julie Burnett 

Canon’s Yard, Williamscot 

Tel: 07940590907 

julie-_herd@hotmail.com 

Parish Clerk: 

Ms Kirsty Buttle 

wardingtonparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Cherwell District Councillor:  

Mr Phil Chapman 

phil.chapman@cherwell-dc.gov.uk 

Oxfordshire County Councillor 

Mr George Reynolds 

Grange Farm, Shutford, OX15 6PB 

Tel: 780479 

 


